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Abstract— Energy scenario of the present world is changing rapidly. It’s shifting from non-renewable energy into renewable energy. 
Bangladesh is not viable to shift now due to technological constraints. Natural gas is the prime energy source of Bangladesh but huge coal 
reserves of 3300 million metric tons are unexplored in the northern part of the country. But the gas reserve is running out and some experts 
forecasted that, the remaining gas of the country will be fully consumed within 2026, if no new source is discovered. So the government 
has decided to import LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas) for mitigating the forthcoming energy crisis. But question remains, regarding running 
with the imported fuel leaving more than 80% of the coal under the ground surface? We tried to draw a comparative analysis between the 
permanent implementations of this LNG with the proper use of the unproduced coal reserve. 

Index Terms— LNG,  Coal,  Power Generation,  Energy Stability,  Energy Consumption, LNG Terminal,  Coal Reserve .   

——————————      —————————— 

1   INTRODUCTION                                                                     

Bangladesh is mainly a mono fuel based country. Natural gas 
is the only petroleum resource that is produced by the country 
of its own. And it serves as the key source of energy in this 
country. Right from the domestic burner up to the electricity 
generation natural gas had a monopoly contribution till some 
years back. Besides, most of the industries are highly depen-
dent on this mono-fuel; gas. So, the government started to re-
place some part of its use in power generation with other 
sources like coal, hydroelectricity etc. This is done to minimize 
the pressure of excessive use of gas as the reserve is declining 
at a high rate. But there are some sectors where it is literally 
tough to replace the use of gas. As the demand of gas is rapid-
ly rising but not so of the production, so it is high time to think 
of the alternative ways to sustain the energy stability of the 
country. Considering this, the government has planned to im-
port chilled fuel, named LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas). Hope-
fully, this will minimize the gas shortage of the country. But 
apart from this natural gas the country has a proven coal re-
serve of 3300 million metric tons and 85% of which are still 
unused. [1] So a healthy debate is not illogical between the im-
portation of LNG and the usage of the unused coal reserve. So 
there is still a scope of thinking whether we should go for im-
portation of LNG on a permanent basis or use this discovered 
but unexploited coal reserve.  

2   BACKGROUND 
The energy system structure of Bangladesh is mono-fuel based 
since its inception. Natural gas is the key source of energy in 
the country. Though in 1985, an oil field was discovered but it 
ran out producing for just 7 years with a very tiny amount of 
oil. Due to a favorable geological condition and extreme fa-

vorable location once it is said that, ‘Bangladesh is floating on 
the gas-pool’ which is mostly a sweet gas i.e. very little 
amount of sulfur present. Natural gas with possibly high per-
centage of sulfur is termed as ‘Sour Gas’. Most of the pro-
duced gas around the world is inhibited with lots of impuri-
ties like sulfur, H2S, naphtha etc. But the gas produced here in 
this Bengal basin is nearly 98% pure, which rarely needs fur-
ther treatment to eliminate sulfur and thus reduce a huge 
processing cost. So, the use of gas started to increase with no 
bound. People started to use it on domestic purpose, in indus-
try and as a fuel. The situation strengthened when most of the 
light and medium vehicles are started to run with compressed 
natural gas (CNG) replacing the old fashioned diesel engine 
earlier in this century. From 2001 the use of diesel based auto-
rickshaw was terminated and newly imported CNG based 
auto-rickshaw started to play its role. Even in the early years 
of the century people were using natural gas randomly. But 
the situation started to change when we found that the 
amount of produced gas in the country started to fail the pub-
lic demand. Scarcity of gas started in localities, providing new 
domestic gas transmission line was stopped for long time as 
the demand of industries started to reach its peak. This was 
the first time when people started to realize their extravagant 
usage of this God-gifted natural resource. The lacking of far-
sightedness, increase of excessive population and public de-
mand all are the relevant causes for this situation. So govern-
ment took decision to keep the gas stations closed for a partic-
ular time in a day; generally 6 hours. Regulations also im-
posed on the shopping centers to be closed within 8 PM on a 
regular basis, as a good portion of this gas is used for power 
generation. The present demand of gas is nearly 3300 
MMSCFD where the production is almost 2700 MMSCFD. So, 
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a shortfall of nearly 600 MMSCFD is existed in the country.[2] 
That’s why, the policymakers started to think for a newer 
source of energy and presently the concentration is found on 
importing liquefied gas from one of the gas rich country of the 
world and mitigate the shortage of daily gas demand by re-
gasifying. Qatar, the number 1 gas exporter of the world is 
selected as the contributor of this chilled fuel and the re-
gasifying unit will be set at Maheshkhali Island of Cox’s Bazar. 
On a different note, coal reserve of approximately 3300 million 
was discovered in the country in last century. Discretely dif-
ferent government in different times tried to analyze the feasi-
bility of the production of those fields with the help of differ-
ent companies. But unfortunately only the Barapukuria coal 
field is in operation and providing a daily output of 5336.51 
metric tons of coal with the help of which a thermal power 
plant is run with 250 MW of that coal. [1] But all other 4 fields 
are still stand still due to lack of proper planning and implica-
tions. Among this, only Phulbari field was about to start its 
production but due to local opposition against open pit min-
ing, it was suspended in the year 2006.  

3   WHANT IS LNG? 
Liquefied Natural Gas is gas (predominantly methane, CH4, 
with some mixture of ethane C2H6) that has been converted to 
liquid form for ease of storage or transport. It takes up about 
1/600th the volume of natural gas in the gaseous state. [3] LNG 
is a growing popular idea around the world for its ease in 
transportation and better utility. But the expense of this total 
system leaves a second thought for the developing country. A 
liquefaction unit is required at the exporters end and also a re-
gasification unit is needed at the importers end which needs a 
highly sophisticated technical expertise. [3] 

4   LNG IMPORTATION 
The search for alternative source of fuel turned into a burning 
issue from the very early part of this century as the remaining 
gas reserve will be used within next 15 years if no new giant 
gas reservoirs are found. So, the government started to think 
of the future and planned for energy stability in coming years. 
The first attempt was taken to re-energize the thought of using 
the proven coal reserve which is left for nearly 3 decades. So, 
the government first tried to invest on Phulbari coal field 
which was followed by Dighipara coal field. But none of those 
plans were successful for different reasons. Then many new 
thoughts of renewable energy, wind energy, biogas plants 
came into discussions and were successful in smaller scales 
and insufficient for the forthcoming energy crisis that has to be 
experienced by this growing population. As a result govern-
ment has planned to stay on its mono fuel, i.e. gas by any 
means. The idea of importing LNG thus came into light for the 
first time.  

In June 27 of the year 2014, a press release from the 
Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resource stated that, ‘Excele-
rate Energy, a USA based company and Petrobangla have 
reached agreement on terms for the development and opera-
tion of Bangladesh’s first LNG import terminal’. The agree-
ment includes the provision of one of Excelerate’s existing 
floating storage and re-gasification units (FSRU) under a 15-
year long-term charter, as well as the design and construction 
of the installation of a subsea buoy system anchored offshore. 
The buoy system will act as both the mooring mechanism 
for the FSRU and as the conduit through which natural gas is 
delivered to shore through a subsea pipeline. The FSRU will 
have 138,000 cubic meters of LNG storage capacity and a base 
re-gasification capacity of 500 million standard cubic feet per 
day. [4]  

In the June of the following year (2015) a new 
progress was highlighted when Indian company  Reliance 
Power and Bangladesh Power Development Board signed a 
memorandum of understanding to develop 3,000 MW of LNG 
based combined cycle power project in Bangladesh which cost 
almost about 3 billion US$ in phases. [4]  

The month of May 2016 showed immense progress in 
importation of LNG in Bangladesh when Reliance Power has 
received an approval in principle from Bangladesh for the first 
phase of its LNG-based power plant project that includes a 
floating storage and re-gasification unit (FSRU). The first 
phase of the 750 MW power plant will be set up at Meghnag-
hat, around 40 km South-East of Dhaka along with the FSRU 
terminal at Maheshkhali Island in Cox’s Bazar district of Ban-
gladesh. The project will be developed in phases. The first 
phase of the project is expected to be completed in 2018-2019; 
Reliance Power claims it as the largest foreign investment in 
Bangladesh at about US$1.3 billion. [4] At the same time Qatar 
and Bangladesh discussed broadening energy cooperation 
including future LNG supplies, according to a statement by 
Bangladesh’s Ministry for Power, Energy & Mineral Resources. 
The first imports could start in 2018 with a 15 years contract. [4] 

In the month of June, 2016 Bangladesh’s Purchase 
Cabinet approved the proposal by the ministry of pow-
er, energy and mineral resources to deploy an LNG terminal 
as well as the government’s deal with Excelerate Ener-
gy. According to local reports, Petrobangla booked 500 cubic 
feet gas per day for which it will be paying $90 million per 
year, excluding taxes. [4] 

By December 2016, Bangladesh announced the selec-
tion of India's Reliance Power Ltd. to build a 500,000 Mcf/d a 
floating storage and re-gasification unit and and a 750 MW 
combined cycle power plant. The FSRU will be built at Ma-
heshkhali Island and the LNG-based power plant at Megh-
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naghat; the power plant on a build, own and operate basis for 
around 22 years with 15 years tax-hoiliday.  In the mid-
December of 2016, Excelerate Energy has announced that it 
has completed the necessary geotechnical and geophysical 
studies for the Moheshkhali floating LNG terminal in Bangla-
desh. This follows the execution of definitive agreements with 
Petrobangla earlier in 2016.[4] 

In January 2017, Summit Group has signed an initial 
contract with Petrobangla to set up a liquefied natural gas 
terminal on Moheshkhali Island in Cox's Bazar at a cost of 
about $500 million. The floating terminal will supply 500 mil-
lion cubic feet of natural gas per day. The LNG will cost the 
government $0.45 per 1,000 cubic feet of natural gas. Summit 
will transfer the facilities to Petrobangla after operating it for 
15 years. This is the third LNG-related agreement the govern-
ment has signed so far. 

In December, Petrobangla signed an initial agreement with 
India's energy company Petronet to set up an LNG re-
gasification terminal on Kutubdia Island and a pipeline at an 
estimated cost of $950 million. In July, the state-run corpora-
tion and US-based Excelerate Energy signed the final deals to 
set up Bangladesh's first LNG terminal, which will handle 
imported LNG and supply it to the national grid from early 
2018. As Bangladesh is looking outside to ease its energy 
shortage largely caused by depleting domestic reserves and 
rising demand, the government aims to set up four land-based 
LNG terminals and one or two floating storage and re-
gasification units. [5] 

5   COAL SCENARIO 

Coal is a valuable natural resource. Coal, a fossil fuel, is the 
largest source of energy for the generation of electricity 
around the globe. Coal-fired power plants currently fuel 41% 
of global electricity. Besides natural gas, Bangladesh has sig-
nificant coal reserve. Coal reserves of about nearly 3300 mil-
lion tons comprising 5 deposits at depths of 118-1158 meters 
have been discovered so far in the north-western part of Ban-
gladesh. The name of these deposits are-Barapukuria, Phulbari 
and Dighipara coal field in Dinajpur district, Khalashpir in 
Rangpur district and Jamalganj in Joypurhat district. Out of 
which 4 deposits (118-509 meters) are extractable at present. 
As an alternative fuel to natural gas, coal can be extensively 
used in power generation. The depth of Jamalganj coal deposit 
is 640-1158 meter with 1053 Million Tones in-situ coal reserve 
where production may not be viable by present day’s technol-
ogy due to the depth of the deposits. Technology of Coal Bed 
Methane (CBM) can be a possible option here. But after a fea-
sibility analysis it is recently rejected as the methane content is 
not enough economic. So far, only Barapukuria coal field is 

under production. Dinajpur Barapukuria coal fired power 
plant is country’s first coal based power plant which capacity 
is 250MW. [6] 

Bangladesh is sleeping on coal mine bed located in 
the northern districts of Rangpur and Dinajpur, while facing a 
mounting energy crisis and relies on natural gas as the main 
source of energy, which is depleting at geometrical progres-
sion. The depth of the discovered fields ranges between 119 – 
506 meters and 150 – 240 meters in Barapukuria and Phulbari 
respectively. The depth of the largest field at Jamalganj ranges 
from 600 – 1000 meters.  The area covered by coal fields is ra-
ther limited and is about 70 – 80 square kilometers. A total of 
1.73 million tonnes of coal has been extracted by underground 
method from Barapukuria up to December 2008. The average 
present value of coal per tonne in international market is US$ 
52. The total value of coal will be more than US$ 500 billion. [6] 

The five discovered coal mines with their respective reserves 
are in below- 

TABLE1: 
Coal Reserves in Bangladesh. [1] 

 

Bangladesh has 15 TCF (trillion cubic feet) of proven reserve 
of natural gas; the remaining 6 TCF reserve of natural gas may 
run out soon, if no discovery is made. As against this, the coal 
reserves in five fields of Bangladesh are estimated at 3000 mil-
lion tonnes equivalent to 67 TCF of gas, which can convenient-
ly serve the energy needs of Bangladesh for 50 years. [6] 

6   PRESENT STATUS OF THE COAL FIELDS 
Barapukuria Coal Field- Barapukuria coalfield is located at 
the Parbatipur Upazila of Dinajpur district. The estimated re-
source of the coalfield is 390 million metric tonnes.  This is the 
only coal field which is currently in production with a capaci-
ty of 1 million ton/ year. A thermal power plant of 250 MW is 
running with it. [6]  
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Phulbari Coal Field- Phulbari coalfield was discovered in 
1997 by BHP Minerals. The Phulbari coalfield is located about 
10 km south of the Barapukuria coal field. The mining area in 
the Phulbari Basin covers an area of eight kilometers (north-
south) by three kilometers (east-west) with coal seam(s) vary-
ing between 15-70 meters thick at some 150-270 meters be-
neath the surface, with average combined thickness of 38 me-
ters. The Phulbari coal is high volatile bituminous coal. It has 
low ash (average 15%) and low sulfur content (<1%) and there-
fore suitable for both power generation and for producing 
semi-soft coking coal. [1]  

Asia Energy submitted Scheme of Development on 
October 2005 to the Government with a plan to develop the 
Phulbari coal deposit by the open cut mining method. But it 
was suspended due to local opposition against open pit min-
ing. The mine is estimated to produce 15 million tonnes of coal 
per year over 35 years of mine life. Asia Energy has also sub-
mitted proposal to setup up to 1000 MW mine mouth coal-
fired power plant based on Phulbari coal. But none of those 
projects came into light.  

Jamalganj Coal Field- Jamalganj coalfield is located in Joy-
purhat district. The coalfield was discovered in 1962 by the 
Geological Survey (of the then Pakistan) under the UN spon-
sored coal exploration program. The coal field has an esti-
mated resource of 1053 Mt bituminous coal. Following the 
discovery of the coalfield, several international consultants, 
were invited to conduct mine feasibility study. Although rated 
technically feasible, the economic feasibility of mining Jamal-
ganj coal could not be shown because of the unfavorable 
depth of coal seams. Eventually, the idea of mining coal from 
Jamalganj field was abandoned when a large coal deposit was 
discovered at much shallower depth of about 120 meter below 
the surface at Barapukuria basin in Dinajpur district. Howev-
er, developing coal bed methane (CBM) in the Jamalganj coal-
field has since been considered a potentially viable option. On 
June 2016, state-owned Petrobangla appointed Indian consult-
ing firm Mining Associates Pvt. Ltd. (MAPL) to assess the me-
thane reserve in the coal mine. The company started its quest 
on January 5th 2016.Their report says that the field has ex-
tremely low reserves of CBM and extracting it would be finan-
cially unviable. MAPL recommended for conducting further 
feasibility studies to explore potentials for underground min-
ing in the coal field. [7] 
Khalashpir Coal Field- Khalashpir coalfield is located in Pir-
ganj Upazila of Rangpur district. Khalashpir coalfield was 
discovered in 1989 by the Geological Survey of Bangladesh. 
The coal was encountered at depths ranging from 257 to 482 
meter below the surface in a Gondwana basin. The Khalashpir 
coalfield has an estimated resource varying from 685 million 
metric tonnes. [1] 

Dighipara Coal Field- Dighipara coalfield is located in Dig-
hupara Upazila of Rangpur district, Dighipara coalfield was 
discovered in 1995 by the Geological Survey of Bangladesh. 
The coal was encountered at depths is 327meter below the 
surface. The Dighipara coalfield has an estimated resource of 
600 million metric tonnes. [1] 

Of the 5 discovered coal mines the Jamalgonj coal is at 
greater depth which cannot be mined in traditional mining 
methods. Coal at Khalaspir and Dighipara are also at relative-
ly greater depth. Barapukuria and Phulbari coal are at relative 
shallower depth. The geology makes these ideal for open pit 
surface mining which is in practice in the following countries 
now. 

7   COAL OR LNG? 
Bangladesh is going to face huge energy crisis in near future if 
no proper steps are taken. There evolves a new prospect of 
finding gas at offshore after the win of Sea-border dispute 
against Myanmar, but the uncertainty remains. There are 23 
gas fields presently active in Bangladesh producing 
2700MMSCFD gas. Among this huge portion almost 37.9% are 
used for power generation which shares more than 82% of 
total power generation. Still Bangladesh has a daily gas de-
mand of 3300MMSCFD, which shows that daily 600 MMCF 
shortage is prevailing in the country. To mitigate this problem 
the present government has taken steps to import LNG which 
will contribute with 500MMSCFD gas to the national grid. 
This is certainly a timely step taken by the policymaker to re-
duce the shortage and for sustainable energy stability. Certain-
ly this importation of LNG will mitigate the gas shortage but 
will it be an enough solution for energy stability? That is the 
question to be thought.  Isn’t it enough to shifting our energy 
policy to a new street by reducing the usage of our only own 
natural resource, gas? I think, still there are some scopes for 
second thought.  

 

 
Fig.1: Gas usage in different sectors of Bangladesh 
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If the huge proportion of natural gas (37.9%) used in power 
generation is substituted by any other fuel than it will be great 
breakthrough for the whole energy scenario of the country. By 
any other fuel, we tried to mean about coal which holds a 
large proportion of our natural resource and still unexploited. 
The reserve of 3300 million tons coal reserve is not a negligible 
one. But it is unfortunate that, we have access to only 11.81% 
of this huge reserve (Barapukuria is only in operation, which 
has a reserve of 390 million tons). The remaining 88% coal re-
serves are still unexplored for our technical lacking and proper 
planning.  If half of this huge reserve can be exploited and 
used for power generation than it will certainly change the 
energy scenario of the country. On the other hand, the gas pre-
sently using in power generation will be provided in industri-
al and other sectors.  

 
Fig. 2: Contributors in Power Generation 

 
Now, let’s see what the present energy situation of the country 
looks like; The Present Installed electricity capacity of Bangla-
desh is 15379 MW. The maximum demand of electricity is 8267 
MW (up to 18 April 2017). [2] Electricity produced from gas is 
8267 MW (almost 82.81%) and from coal it is almost 4.29% of 
total power generation. Barapukuria Coal Field has a daily 
output 5336.51 metric tons. A thermal power plant is run with 
2246 metric tons of coal from it producing 250 MW.  A normal 
calculation shows that, if the whole remaining coal reserve of 
the country can be exploited and fully used for electricity gen-
eration, it will be equivalent to 67 TCF of gas. It is surprising 
that the total gas reserve recorded in Bangladesh so far is 15 
TCF! So the coal reserve can contribute 4 times more than this 
gas reserve contributed so far. Though it is a theoretical study 
but it can be said without confusion that, the full or even the 
half of the utilization of this dormant coal reserve can effec-
tively change the energy status. But the challenge lies in the 
efficient use of this huge coal reserve.   

Besides, the present price of power generation using 
coal is 3.7 Tk per Unit whereas by using gas the price is 4.2 Tk 
per unit. [6] That means a savings of 0.50 Tk can be achieved in 
per unit power generation. [6] But it is true that, the installation 

cost of coal based power plant is huge compared to the gas 
based plant. But we have to keep it in mind that, this is the 
capital cost and it is done once only and proper maintenance 
can make it worthy to be set. In a rough calculation we can see 
in the light of present context that, the coal based power plant 
can save 4133500 Tk daily by shifting from gas based plant 
(electricity produced from gas is 8267 MW and coal based 
power plant can save 0.50 Tk per KWH). And within 2 years it 
can save more than 300 crores taka. Though it’s not enough, 
but this saved amount can be utilized for this shifting proce-
dure.  

The imported LNG is also costing much from us as 
we don’t have sufficient infrastructure and previous expe-
rience of importing chilled fuel. LNG estimated installation 
cost is 950 million $. Government will pay 90 million $ per 
year for 15 years project. So total cost = (950 + 90*15) = 2300 
million $. From this huge investment we will get just 
500MMSCF gas daily just to cover up the shortage. But the 
coal reserve equivalent to 67 TCF will run for minimum 30 
years from now with growing demand of the country. The 
calculation shows that, it can contribute with the fuel equiva-
lent to 6118 MMSCFD of gas and early consumption of 2.23 
TCF can be available. This is almost double of the present gas 
demand of the country (present gas demand- 3300MMSCFD). 
So, it is seen that, coal will produce 12 times more usable 
energy than LNG.  

The Installation cost of Barapukuria Coal field is 194 
million $. But as the other fields are not developed yet, so it 
can’t give an exact idea about the economic sketch. But as 
Phulbari, Khalashpir, Dighipara gas fields holds a proven re-
serve of 1857 million tons which is 57% of the total coal re-
serve, so it can be a good option to go for production their by 
framing a common ‘Coal Regulation’. The depths of all the 
potential coal seams are within 500 meters for all the three 
fields, which is viable for underground mining. This produced 
coal will give energy equivalent to 35TCF of gas which is twice 
more than the cumulative gas reserve of the country. As there 
lies technical constraints regarding Jamalganj coal field, so we 
should keep this one apart and can plan for the mentioned 
three fields. And side by side the new options for Jamalgong 
coal field needs to be sort out as CBM method is not viable 
here. If we think the development and production of those 
three fields cost nearly 2500 million$, but it will still provide 
more equivalent energy than the imported LNG and the lon-
gevity will certainly be more.   

Though the government started to think of coal based 
power plant in different parts of the country. But most of them 
are based on the imported coals from our neighboring country. 
The imported coal-based power generally costs about Tk 
5.4/kwh ($0.077) at current coal prices, which is almost 1.5 Tk 
more in per unit. The cost is also 1.2 Tk per unit more than the 
gas generated electricity. [6] So, the utilization of coal reserve 
can also reduce the cost of this coal based power plant.  
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8   RECOMMENDATIONS 
By analyzing the whole context of the country and keeping the 
thought of growing demand of this huge population, some 
recommendations can be suggested: 
* Phulbari, Khalashpir, Dighipara Coal fields should be devel-
oped quickly and taken into production as soon as possible. 
* Alternative technique, probably a modern underground 
mining should be adopted for Jamalgonj Coal Field with the 
suggestions of experts.  
* Gas based power plants are replaced with coal based power 
plant within a 5 years’ time frame. 
* Coal should be the key source of power generation; increas-
ing its percentage of 4.2% to 82%. 
* 37.9% of gas used in power plants will be shifted in industri-
al purpose within next 5 years by replacing the lion’s share of 
the power generation with coal.  
* Coal will serve as the key source of power generation for 
next 25-30 years. And within this time shifting towards re-
newable energy will be the prime concern.  
* LNG can be imported for a shorter space of time. It will be 
implied as long as the coal fields are ready for production. A 
correction in the contract regarding the time length demands a 
thought.  
* LNG will be a temporary solution not permanent. And least 
concern should be given to any new LNG project.  
These recommendations demand further scrutiny.  The prime 
target of this is to sustain the availability of the gas as long as 
possible. According to many experts, we have a frontier of gas 
usage with the present production up to 2026-30. But the aim 
should be to extend it at least 15 years more.  

9   EFFECTS 
The above discussed recommendations will be followed by 
certain effects in both the social and economical sectors of 
Bangladesh. There are scopes for alteration in the present eco-
nomic structure of the country by adopting proper coal policy 
and its subsequent implementation. Let’s look at the prospec-
tive effects that may cause due to the proper using of coal:  
 
1. Among 2700 MMCFD gas produced in the country almost 
1100 MMCFD (37.9%) is used for power generation so this will 
reduce the dependency on gas.  
2. Among the demand of 3300 MMCFD gas the demand will 
reduce to 2200 MMCFD. So 500 MMCFD gas will be surplus 
and can be used in industry.  
3. Industry will flourish more. 
4. People will be employed in newer industry.  
5. GDP will grow, per capita income will rise.  
6. Cost of electricity rise won’t affect much.  
7. As coal can produce more electricity, so more new areas will 
come under the light of electricity.  
8. Usage of coal will reduce the energy dependency on import 

(LNG).  
9. Proper use of coal reserve.    

10   CONCLUSION 
Power Crisis has been a long clamor in Bangladesh and this 
seems to persist for the coming decade or so. Beyond optimis-
tic illusions, facts and realities are too fierce to be accepted. 
Energy infrastructure of Bangladesh is quite small and insuffi-
cient but the demand is very high. The per capita energy con-
sumption in Bangladesh is one of the lowest (136 kWH) in the 
world. Electricity is the major source of power for country’s 
most of the economic activities. So importance can’t be denied. 
In our country we have few coal pits and the quality of our 
coal is quite rich and it can be used easily to produce Electrici-
ty. Growing economies always need a proportional need for 
power. The planned undertaken by government of importing 
LNG must be a good timely initiative but it shouldn’t be a 
permanent one. The huge coal reserves demand utilization for 
the sake of our energy stability. Earlier, different discrete 
projects were taken by the policymakers to produce coal but 
no firm regulations and plan was there. As the energy crisis is 
inevitable, so we don’t have any other options but turn back. 
Coal could be a vital weapon to challenge the forthcoming 
energy hunger in near future. So it is a hope that, the law and 
policymakers will make it count by proper scrutinizing and 
establish the energy stability of the country. 
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